
January 30, 2017 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians and Community Members: 
 
We are pleased to present you with our Annual Education Report (AER) which provides 
key information on the 2015-2016 educational progress for East Middle School.  The 
AER addresses the complex reporting information required by Federal and State laws.  
This school’s report contains information about student assessment, accountability and 
teacher quality.  If you have any questions about the AER, feel free to contact me for 
assistance. 
 
The AER is available for you to review electronically by visiting the following website 
https://goo.gl/mZXWvk 
or you may review a copy in East's main office. 
 
For the 2016-17 year, no new Priority or Focus schools were named; some Priority or 
Focus schools did exit their status because they met the exit criteria. New Reward schools 
were identified using school rankings and Beating the Odds information. A Focus school 
is one that has a large achievement gap between the highest and lowest achieving 30% of 
schools. A Priority school is one whose achievement and growth is in the lowest 5% of 
all schools in the state. A Reward school is one that has achieved one or more of the 
following distinctions: top 5% of schools on the Top-to-Bottom School Rankings, top 5% 
of schools making the greatest gains in achievement (improvement metric), or “Beating 
the Odds” by outperforming the school’s predicted ranking and/or similar schools. Some 
schools are not identified with any of these labels. In these cases no label is given. 
 
The Accountability Scorecard for East Middle School is found in the AER MI School 
Data section of this report.  Further scorecard information will be posted on the district 
website. 
 
The challenges we face include: 
 
1. We continue to recognize the various ethnic cultures in our student population.  Our 

hope is to have students appreciate and respect each other as human beings, as well as 
celebrating their diversity.  We will regularly improve programs and activities that 
promote multicultural appreciation and mutual respect.  As our population changes 
and grows we will continue to focus on fostering this togetherness. 

 
2. We continue to look at strategies to align the curriculum with current state 

expectations in order to improve student achievement.  We have incorporated 
interventions for students that are experiencing difficulty finding success. 

 
3. We will continue to integrate technology across the curriculum, including networking 

of computer stations and the expanded use of multimedia innovations.  Teachers have 
received training on and will increase their use of the interactive whiteboards, Google 
Apps, and other online resources. 

https://goo.gl/mZXWvk


 
4. We continue to address concerns that make learning difficult for all students.  These 

concerns include social, emotional, physical, nutritional and economic factors which 
extend themselves from home to school.  We also continue to look at ways of better 
meeting the needs of those students with special gifts and talents.  Our goal is to 
create programs that will allow every student to reach their potential academically, 
artistically and socially.  We will take advantage of Title 1 grant funding when 
appropriate. 

 
5. The Positive Behavior Intervention Support system (Titan SPIRIT) as well as 

Restorative Practices have been implemented to help address the level of discipline 
referrals.  Common language is important when developing expectations for student 
behavior, and PBIS will assist with this.  The goal of PBIS and Restorative Practice is 
to have discipline referrals decrease and that the students receiving discipline mirror 
the diversity of the school. 

 
As part of this correspondence the state asks that we provide a two year report on the 
following topics: 
 
Process for Assigning Pupils to the School 
Students are assigned to East Middle School by district-designated attendance 
boundaries.  Middle Schools have not had intra-district School of Choice option since the 
district was restructured in 2009. When PA 227 (an employee School of Choice program) 
came into effect for the 2012-13 school year East Middle School was open to the children 
of any full time employee who wished to send his or her children.   
 
The Status of our Three to Five Year School Improvement Plan 
Farmington Public School District follows the AdvancEd District/System Accreditation 
model.  All schools were NCA accredited through AdvancEd in spring of 2011.  East 
Middle School's School Improvement Team met monthly with the other elementary 
schools of the district.  Teams were introduced to Michigan Department of Education’s 
new school improvement process.  AdvancEd’s online tool, ASSIST, was introduced and 
team members learned how to use it.  The 2015-16 Interim Self Assessment was 
completed and submitted.  Time was spent reviewing 2015-16 goals, which were 
developed in 2013-14 and focused on data analysis and the examination of current data, 
and completing the required 2015-16 diagnostics.  East Middle School's team used the 
state’s new achievement targets to set the objectives for each goal.  [Each school has its 
own unique set of annual targets for proficiency and progress based upon the number of 
students who demonstrated proficiency in 2013-2014.  All schools must reach 85% 
proficient by 2021-2022.]  In May, 2014, East Middle School along with all district 
schools worked on completing 2015-16 School Improvement Goals and Plans to guide 
the District Improvement Plan.   
 
Our 2015-2016 school improvement goals included the following: 
 All students will increase their proficiency in reading. 



 All students will receive behavioral support and instruction from school personnel 
in a manner that fosters respect and high achievement. 

 Students will increase their math proficiency. 
 All students will increase their proficiency in expository and narrative writing. 

 
The following is a summary of progress made in meeting the 2015-16 goals that were 
developed during the 2013-14 school year. 
 

As we continue to grow together our school is focused on building school culture, 
along with our academic goals. 
 
Reading, Writing and Math intervention classes as well as Study Skills intervention 
are in place to assist students that are not being successful meeting the goals.  Close 
monitoring of progress was kept to be sure that instruction matched the need of the 
student.  Title 1 grant money as well as regular staffing was used to fund assistance 
for these targeted students in the lowest 30% for achievement in the school.  Teachers 
meet regularly with students before and after school and during lunch that need 
assistance.   
 
Writing is emphasized in all content areas. Readers Apprenticeship format is used in 
all of our Language Arts classes to better meet each student’s learning needs.  Inquiry 
based programs in math and science put a stronger focus on student writing for 
learning and assessing in those content areas.  Staff has met to align curriculum with 
the newly adopted Common Core Standards. 
 
Our NWEA scores across all grade levels and subjects showed a general trend of 
improvement. 
 
The PBIS (Positive Behavior Intervention Support) program has been implemented.  
Students have been applying the attributes of Be A Titan (Be Responsible, Be 
Respectful, Be Kind and Be Your Best).  This remains a focus on a daily basis. 
 
Development and evaluation of common assessment in all core subjects has provided 
an opportunity for dialogue around what works best and sharing these successes with 
each other.  Transition to the Common Core Curriculum in English, Mathematics and 
Science remains a focus. 

 
 
A Brief Description of Each Specialized School 
East Middle School is a comprehensive middle school offering a wide variety of 
programs and learning opportunities. East also 
 
How to Access a Copy of the Core Curriculum, a Description of its Implementation, 
and an Explanation of any Variances 
East Middle School's curriculum is in alignment with the Michigan Grade Level Content 
Expectations and can be accessed through curriculum maps on Farmington Public 



School’s website at https://farmingtonk12-oakland-
public.rubiconatlas.org/Atlas/Browse/View/Curriculum (ATLAS Rubicon).  Courses offered at 
East Middle School are filtered through a curriculum framing process to ensure that all 
courses are aligned to the MMC and include appropriate relevance and rigor.  
Additionally, Farmington staff members have been involved in The Common Core-
Oakland Project since May, 2010.  The initiative to develop and implement kindergarten 
through grade 12 curriculum in English Language Arts and mathematics based on the 
State adopted Common Core State Standards (CCSS) was undertaken by the twenty nine 
districts of Oakland County, Michigan. The following is a link to informational CCSS 
resources developed by National PTA: 
www.pta.org/advocacy/content.cfm?ItemNumber=3552    
 
Aggregate Student Achievement Results of Local and National Competency Tests  
During the 2013-14 school year, Farmington Public Schools participated in the Michigan 
Council for Educator Effectiveness (MCEE) Pilot of Teacher Evaluations and used 
Northwest Evaluation Association’s Measures of Academic Progress to monitor student 
growth.  As a result of this participation, once again Northwest Evaluation Association’s 
Measures of Academic Progress was administered to 1st through 12th grade students 
during the spring of the 2015-16 school year.  Please see the attached NWEA’s most 
recent data report. 
 
The Number and Percent of Students represented by Parents at Parent-Teacher 
Conferences 
 
In 2015-16, we had 827 students represented by parents at some type of Parent-Teacher 
Conferences for approximately 100% participation rate.  Conferences include face to 
face, phone conversation and two way written communications. 

 
We are proud of the work we have done to ensure student success.  Please find below 
some examples of our successes. 
 
1. As a result of East being a Title 1 Schoolwide Program school we are able to provide 

intervention support to students that are lagging in achievement.  Reading, Writing, 
Math Workshop as well as Study Skills classes give the lowest 30% achieving 
students an opportunity to improve on necessary skills. 

 
2. The English, Math, and Science departments are incorporating plans to transition into 

using the Common Core Standards.  This involves providing more opportunities for 
accelerating students as well as aligning the curriculum from grade level to grade 
level. 

 
3. As part of the transition from middle to high school East 8th grade students took part 

in the twelfth annual “May Day: A Call for Help” Adolescent Conference.  Students 
heard community speakers discuss topics that will be affecting their lives in the 
future. 
 

https://farmingtonk12-oakland-public.rubiconatlas.org/Atlas/Browse/View/Curriculum
https://farmingtonk12-oakland-public.rubiconatlas.org/Atlas/Browse/View/Curriculum
http://www.pta.org/advocacy/content.cfm?ItemNumber=3552


4. Our band, orchestra and choir, of which over 50% of the student body participate, all 
received outstanding ratings at the respective festival competitions.  Students also 
earned outstanding ratings in the Solo & Ensemble competitions.  The East Theater 
Department produced “Cinderstein” in the fall and “Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat” in the spring with over 150 students participating. 

 
5. Our community partnerships remain strong.  The East Credit Union, in its 21st year of 

operation, continues to grow with many students opening savings accounts to save 
their money.  East maintains a positive relationship with the LOC Federal Credit 
Union and many local businesses that continue to generously donate items or services 
for our savings promotions. 
 

6. The students and staff took part in a number of charitable fundraisers.  Food, clothing 
and money were raised for individuals in need in the Farmington/Farmington Hills 
area.   

 
7. Students took part in a number of different extra-curricular academic activities.  

Students from East finished well in the PTA Reflections Competition, Farmington 
Optimist Essay Competition, the Farmington Battle of the Books Competition, 
Wordmasters, Science Olympiad, Math Olympiad, Math Pentathalon and the Math 
Counts programs. 

 
 

East Middle School will continue to work diligently and collaboratively to support 
teaching and student learning during the 2016-2017 school year.  We look forward to 
meeting the needs of our students and partnering with our families to maximize our 
students’ successes as learners. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Kenneth Sanders 
Principal, East Middle School 
 
 
 
 
 
 


